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r I Y HISissue of Hot Topicsisintended to clarify for all soldiers and Army civilians the policy on

homosexual conduct. The secretary of the Army and the chief of staff have addressed this
issue in arecent message to the field, the text of which is provided for you here:

“Servicein our Army is honorable and respected by the citizens of this country.
Soldierswho offer their commitment and their livesin this service should and must be
treated with dignity, honor and respect. Respect for our fellow soldier s demands that
we speak with respect for all. Any derogatory wor ds about any group, including those
based upon sexual orientation, that are prejudicial to good order and discipline, may
subject the soldier to adver se administrative actions or disciplinary measures under
the UCMJ. Every soldier hasthe right to expect treatment consistent with our core
values, a safe and secure environment, and the support of their chain of command.
Whenever weviolate thetrust of any soldier, we violatethetrust of all soldiers.

“We affirm that treating soldierswith dignity and respect isa bedrock value for
the Army. We declarethat thereisno room for harassment or threatsto any soldier in
our Army for any reason. Therefore, asthe senior leadersof the Army, we are deter-
mined to continue to implement the ‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ policy with equity and
fairnessto all of our soldiers.

“Finally, we continue to expect that all soldiersin the United StatesArmy will be
treated with dignity and respect at all times, and will be afforded a safe and secure
environment in which to live and work. Harassment of soldiersfor any reason, to
include perceived sexual orientation, will not be toler ated. We expect commander s at
every level to take appropriate action to prevent harassment of or threats against any
member of our Army. Once again we are deter mined to continueto implement the
‘don’t ask, don't tell’ policy with fairnessto all becausethat istheright thingto do

for our soldiers.”
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Aswith al editions of Hot Topics, we hope you find
thisauseful tool in understanding Army policy.

Secretary of the Army

Louis Caldera Hot Topics — Current Issues for Army Leaders is an Army publi-

cation produced by the Office of the Chief of Public Affairs. It is
intended to guide and inform Army leaders and trainers in dis-
cussing current or controversial topics. A contract printer distrib-
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utes Hot Topics as an insert to Soldiers magazine. Hot Topics is
in the public domain and may be reproduced locally without ob-
taining further permission. Your comments and feedback are wel-
come. They tell us if we are reaching our intended audience and
help us decide what future topics to cover. Write to: Hot Topics, c/
o Soldiers, 9325 Gunston Rd., Ste. S-108, Fort Belvoir, VA 22060-
5581. Telephone: (703) 806-4486; FAX: (703) 806-4566 (DSN
656). Send e-mail to: soldiers @belvoir.army.mil.

You can obtain Hot Topics on the Internet at www.army.mil
(click on the icon for Soldiers, then Hot Topics).
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